In a series of 50 cases, the hydrochlorate of heroin was exhibited for the relief of pain in 34 cases, and as hypnotic in 16. In all but 7 cases sleep was induced and pain relieved. The action of the drug took place in fifteen minutes from the time of administration in 25 cases, in twenty minutes in 18 cases, no effect being produced in the other 7. The dose in 34 cases was one-twelfth of a grain, and in 16 one-sixth of a grain. In 30 instances the duration of the drug action was four hours, in 13 six to eight hours. Thirty-one administrations were by hypodermic injection, the remaining 19 being by the mouth.
Vomiting was absent in all but 4 cases, and as these administrations occurred before the patients had fully recovered from the effects of ether, it would be difficult to say which was the cause of the vomiting. Contraction of the pupils and subsequent constipation were absent in all. No idiosyncrasy for the drug was noticed.
It would appear, then,-that heroin is a safe, reliable analgesic, and one which can be repeated, if necessary, without producing habit or doing harm in any way.? (Treatment, vol. iv, No. 10, p. The author remarks that what surprised him was the effect of very small doses of heroin in removing the evil effects, mental and bodily, of the abuse of morphia. He believes that in heroin we possess a drug which is capable of effecting a cure in these distressing cases, and this very rapidly. It would appear, from the result of this interesting case, that it is better to cut off morphia entirely, and resort to the use of heroin, rather than to treat the patient by smaller and smaller doses of morphia. But it is, of course, always to be borne in mind that heroin itself is a drug owning the same origin as that of morphia, and that it is most necessary to guard against substituting one poison for another.
